
Special Report 
 

Anatomy of a Secret Search – Part 2 
 
As many long-time readers of USMNEWS.net are well aware, the Mississippi IHL 
Board, the governing body of Mississippi’s eight public universities, uses what is often 
referred to as “a secret search process” for selecting executive leaders (university 
presidents).  This new Special Report series examines that process with regard to the 
hiring of Rodney Bennett as USM’s new president. 
 

  

  
   

The inserts above show invoices and corresponding disbursements for two of the three 
payments of $25,000 made to Parker Executive Search by the IHL Board.  According to 
the contract between the IHL and PES, three (3) separate payments of $25,000, all 
totaling $75,000, would be made to PES by the IHL in return for assistance in locating 
USM’s new president. 

 



 

 
 

The insert above details some of the travel expenses incurred by consultants working on 
behalf of PES.  This particular invoice covers about $2,750 in expenses related to air fare, 
hotels, and rental cars.  Some of the hotel invoices are inserted below.  These total about 
$600. 

 

 
 



  
 

Air fares totaled about $3,000, as shown by the small inserts (4) below. 
 

   
 

 
 

Another consultant expense, this one coming to about $5,000, was billed to the 
Mississippi IHL, as shown in the inserts below. 



  
 

Finally, the insert below depicts two rental car charges.  These total more than $360.  
 

 
 

Each of these documents works to set the stage for the secretive process that led to the 
recent hiring of Bennett to replace Saunders.  Stay tuned for Part 3. 


