Special Report

Anatomy of a Secret Search - Part 2

As many long-time readers of USMNEWS.net are well aware, the Mississippi IHL
Board, the governing body of Mississippi’s eight public universities, uses what is often

for selecting executive leaders (university
presidents). This new Special Report series examines that process with regard to the

referred to as “a secret search process”

hiring of Rodney Bennett as USM’s new president.

lp | Executive Search
INVOICE
RECEIVED
Sepiember 15, 2012
Invoice Number: 4675-511D SEP 19
Mr. Ed Blakeslee OFFICE OF COMMISST! ™R
3§25 Ridgewood Road oF
Jackson, MS 39211
Pasition: President, University of Southem Mississippi
FIRST
PROFESSIONAL FEE $25,000.00
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $25,000.00

Terms: Net 30 days, 1.5% per month
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The inserts above show invoices and corresponding disbursements for two of the three
payments of $25,000 made to Parker Executive Search by the IHL Board. According to
the contract between the IHL and PES, three (3) separate payments of $25,000, all
totaling $75,000, would be made to PES by the IHL in return for assistance in locating

USM'’s new president.

Expenss Code:

23

n.-‘-‘-\-.o f}rr_‘- é‘:éj:
Hegqo 77

[ i 11! | I

RECEIVED
wom (BPARKER
| Esncutive Search
OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER
INVOICE
Dclober 15,2012
Invoice Number: 4676-511D
Mr. Ed Blakeslee
1825 Ridgewnad Road
Jacksom, MS 39211

Position: President, University of Southem Mississippt

SECOND
FPROFESSIONAL FEE $25,000.00
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE 525,000.00

Terms: Met 20 days, 1.5% per month
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lnvaice Mumber; 04313-5110

Mr. Ed Blakeslos
1825 Ridgewood Road
Jnckson, MS 39211

Position: President, University of Southem Misstssippi
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TOTAL AMOUNT DUE $L74951

Terms: Net 30 days, 1.5% per month
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The insert above details some of the travel expenses incurred by consultants working on
behalf of PES. This particular invoice covers about $2,750 in expenses related to air fare,

hotels, and rental cars. Some of the hotel invoices are inserted below. These total about
$600.

e ourty Marriott 1600 East Beach Bivd
COURTYARD" gﬂpn:gr:ﬂm Guifpor,ms 39501
Jamoft T228.864.4310

gSep Room Charge 169.00
:u&p:g State Occupancy Tax 11.83
185ep12 Occupancy Sales Tax 8.45 1802
205epi2 American Express

Card #: AXOO000000000(10162000(
Amount: 189.28 Auth: 508316 Signalure on File
This card was slectronically swiped on 195ep12

Balance: 0.00

Rewards Account ¥ JODOO(1 446, Ywnmwwmumwmrmwmwilumdww
account. Check your Rewards Account Statement or your online Statemant for updaled activity.

Getalywrmslbllhwﬂmlbyupmgmﬂmﬂlmmwms. OnnkmeFromMioamlwurblllbrm
stay. See "Internet Privacy Statement” on Marriott.com.
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Air fares totaled about $3,000, as shown by the small inserts (4) below.

INVOICE INFORMATION INVOICE INFORMATION
Invoice #:890488

Air Fare:$ 630.70

Taxes And Carrier Imposed Fees:$ 68.90
Tetal Taxes:$ 68.90

Tetal Air Fare:$ 699.60

Service Charge:$ 20.00

Total:$ 719.60

Total Payment:$ 719.60

Invoice #:886600

Air Fare:$ 716.28

Taxes And Carrier Imposed Fees:$ 75.32
Total Taxes:$ 75.32

Total Air Fare:$ 791.60

Service Charge:$ 20.00

Total:$ 811.60

Total Payment:$ 811.60

INVOICE INFORMATION
INVOICE INFORMATION
Invoice #:890489
Air Fare:$ 630.70
Taxes And Carrier Imposed Fees:$ 68.90
Total Taxes:$ 68.90
Total Air Fare:$ 699.60
Service Charge:$ 20.00
Total:$ 719.60
Total Payment:$ 718.60

Invoice #:886602

Air Fare:$ 628.83

Taxes And Carrier Imposed Fees:$ 68.77
Total Taxes:$ 68.77

Total Air Fare:$ 697.60

Service Charge:$ 20.00

Total:$ 717.60

Total Payment:$ 717.60

Ar"tot.her consultant expense, this one coming to about $5,000, was billed to the
Mississippi IHL, as shown in the inserts below.
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Executive Search
INV
OICE RECEIVED

December 15, 2012 DEC 142012
Invoice Number: 04387-511D
Dr. Hank Bounds OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER
MS !nmmm ol‘Huahu Leaming
3825 vood Road
Jackson, MS 35211

Position: President, University of Southern Mississippi

EXPENSES

Consultant Triwvel $1496.98
Advertising 354200
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE S5038.98

Terms: Net 30 days, 1.5% per month
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Finally, the insert below depicts two rental car charges. These total more than $360.
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o . FES FEUMBINIED FES FEI04I8%08
LAURIE WILDER LAURIE WILDER cc
INITIAL CHARGES INITIAL CHARGES -

RENTRT § 7850 /CAY @2 /DAYS § 1sagn FENTRT § 7145 /DAY @1 JDAYS § T
SUBTOTAL 1 . § 1sise | SUBTOTALY 3 4
DISCOUNT- R 0% § 3040 ' DISCOUNT- R 18% (L
SUBTOTAL LESS DISCOUNT At SUBTOTAL LESS DESCOUNT T
CHARGES ADDED DURING RENTAL CHARGES ADDED DURING RENTAL
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FOR EXPLANATION OF THE ABOVE CHﬂRGES, ® FOR EI?LANMIDN OF THE ABOVE CHARGES, @
PLEASE ASK A REPRESENTATIVE OR GO TO PLEASE ASK A REPRESENTATIVE OR GO TO
WWW HERTZ COMICHARGEEXPLAINED WWW. Hsmx:omcnmeiwwu

VEHOLE 01489 12543448 THLATMA 5 VEMOE 01621 7160988 12 CAMRY 28 N
UCENSE LA NOT0M0 LICENSE: T DPIR406
FUEL FULL ROUT EAN | FUEL MOTFULL  BROUT 0RIN
MILEAGE IN " TRX MLES MILEAGE M 1 ‘I'RJ “LFS
MLEAGE 8550 MLES ALLOWED: MLEAGE CUT 1000

m 183 MLES CHARGED MLES DRIVEN 11 IILESWU
COP. 1170024 - VACATION COM COP. 1170024 - VACATION COM

RENTED: GULFPORT-BILON AIRPORT RENTEL GULFPORT-BILC AIRPORT
RENTAL: NN 1T RENTAL 101212 9%

FETURN G202 47 32 RETLRN 102012 18.00
FETURNED: GULFPORT-BILOXI ARPORT RETURMED GUUFPORT-BILOXI ARPORT
‘COMPLETED &Y. 1964INSGAE COMPLETED BY. EIEIMEBELT
PLANIN H0H RATE LASS F wﬂ [L=ls] RATE CLASS. F
FLANOUT:  0501H NCLD

HOW WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE? OW WAS YOUR EXPERIENCE?
WE'D LIKE YBLIR FEEDBACK. WE’D LIKE YOUR FEEDBACK.

N Cll 1-800-278-1
Vislt WWW H RVEY.COM
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Each of these documents works to set the stage for the secretive process that led to the
recent hiring of Bennett to replace Saunders. Stay tuned for Part 3.




